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Harnessing design for positive

social change through effective
community engagement

www.toiaria.org

— To be community-centred
— We aim to do [some] good

— We nurture partnerships with
people and communities

— Attend with an inquisitive a spirit
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PUBLIC GOOD

TOIARIA

Our Projects

Case studies, reports,
research papers and more
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The People’s
Voice / Ko Te Reo
0 Nga Tangata

Courtenay Place
Light Boxes

+

Community
Newspaper
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make art out

presents. Sor

little art gallery at home. Nc
millennials call it ‘Clutterco
Assembly Art. Anti-minimalist!
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Artists Residency at
Te Matatiki Toi Ora

Te Matatiki Toi Ora




Research-led enquiry
Reflections
Kaye Saville Smith et al

Ageing Well National
Science Challenge




0 Ageing Well National Science Challenge

http: age elichallenge.co.nz » research » ind:

Independence and Housing Tenure

Understanding and addressing Aotearoa's looming crisis in affordable and accessible housif
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for older New Zealanders

Politics houses
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https://www.greypower.co.nz > news > renting-in-retire

Renting in Retirement — a growing challenge for older people Justin

A growing number of retirees are facing the challenge of renting as they age. Suitable afforda A&“aricm Magic
skipper says
properties are rare, and often only offer short term Amz':ica's){:upexiz
was ‘difficult’ and
hints at return
after Naples

% Te Ara Ahunga Ora Retirement Commission 7mins ago

https://retirement.govt.nz » policy-and-research » housing
If you missed out

Housing | Retirement Commission Te Ara Ahunga Ora onLordetiokete,

we have some
good news
i mins ago

The housing options available to seniors are changing, due to recent significant increases
house priceq NEW ZEALAND / HOUSING

Mi

Fire closes

Nearly 60 council flats for elderly e
residents remain vacantin st
AUCKIand e Carolyn Cooper, New Zealand's i al Aged Care Cc

o ° o @ q An increasing number of older New Zealanders risk becoming homeless,

Amy Williams,
= amywillams@rmz

isolated, and facing long waits for care while the costs of supporting them
continue to balloon without sweeping reforms, a new report warns.

The Age-Proofing Aotearoa report, released by the Helen Clark Foundation
and consultancy WSP, paints a stark picture of a country unprepared for its
rapidly-aging population.
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@ officeforseniors.govt.nz

seniors nz

R Wise Up NZ B3 New Zealand Seniors ¥ NZ Herald

Office for Seniors | Te Tari Kaumatua Health & Wellbeing Services For Sen... Discover Blog | New Zealand Seniors Lonely New Zealand: A third of elderly ...

New Zealand Seniors

Services
for Seniors

@ Carers NZ @ digitalseniors.co.nz # NZ Herald @) Facebook

6 dating tips for over 60s | New ... Government Servic... Digital Seniors — We support the ... Seniors Party vying for ol... Digital Seniors NZ

<
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Te Tari Kaumitua
Office for Seniors

@) Facebook
Office for Seniors Ne...

Call 0800 400 191 now

>

R Wise Up NZ B Silver Fern Holidays © YouTube & seniornet.nz
Health & Wellbeing Services ... Senior Tours New Zealand | ... Seniors Funeral Insurance 'Bucket Li... SeniorNet — Learning Centers for older ...
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The language of protest
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The design brief
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Visual precedents
La Grieta / The Crack







Inclusive

Visual language
The illustrative work
of Toby Morris
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Typography
Meanwhile

IT WAS A GOOD DA%!
WE DiD WELL TO STA®
A LiTTLE LONGER,
OBELISCODIX.

YOU'RE RIGHT, ASTRONOMIX.
NOTHING'S STOPPING US FROM
JOINING OUR KiDS FOR THEIR

iRTHDAY LATER.

BUT... Hic!

WINO! DO vYoud

RECOGNIZE
THEMZ \S THAT HiZY... THAT'S THEM!

THEM? JEEZ... YOU CAN'T
HOLD YOUR BEER...

UH... HEAR, Hic!
DARN iT!

I'M TELLING ¥Od ALL...

TIME TO 60 SAVOR

A NiCE BARLEY BEER

| HID BEHIND THE
WOODPILE!

SERVED WIiTH
PLUMP BOARS
ROASTED OVER
THAT SAME
WOOPPILE, OF
COURSE.

‘

BACK TO THE
ViLLAGE.

THIS HOUSE HASN'T BEEN
CLEANED N AGES! COME NOW,
ASTERIX, M¥ BO<, WHEN WiLL
2OdU FINALLY DECIDE TO FiND

YOURSELF SOMEBODY
SPECIALYT

UH!... UM TELLING
20U, MOM, THAT... THAT
| DON'T SEE THE NEED
FOR ONE ¥ET.




Listen Up!
Whakarongo Mai!
Democratising
access to content




Content co-created by:

David Cook with twenty-four seniors
and kaumatua during an artist residency
at Te Matatiki Toi Ora The Arts Centre in
Otautahi Christchurch, 2024.

Thanks to all who shared their
experiences, dreams and protests

Nga mihi nui ki a koutou.

With thanks to:

Christchurch City Mission /

Te Whare Mihana Ki Otautahi
Christchurch Methodist Mission
(Incorporating Weslay Village and
Whare Tiaki)

Gonville Centre for Urban Research
Otautahi Community Housing Trust
Oxford Terrace Baptist Church
Peterborough Housing Cooperative

Te Whatu Ora Health New Zealand —
Waitaha Canterbury

Glenn Busch, Andy Cook, Lynley Cook,
Angeline Harema-Hughes, Jono Kitt,
Emily Hartley-Skudder, John Sellwood,
Jill Hawkey, Katie Martin, Steve Muir,
David Murdoch, Te Rautini Sheridan,
Jeremy Macey, Harete Tito.

Supported by:

Creative New Zealand

Christchurch Methodist Mission

Te Matatiki Toi Ora The Arts Centre

Toi Rauwharangi / College of Creative Arts,
Massey University

Design by Anna Brown
Photographs by David Cook
Essay by Jane Higgins

@ David Cook 2025
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Produced and published by:

Tol Aria: Design for Public Good

veww.toiaria.org
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WHATS YOUR HOUSING STORY?

20,000 ON THE HOUSING WAIT LIST.
AND IT'G GETTING WORSE. ANYWAY,
WHY DO YOU WANT MY STORY?
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By

—
I'M MAKING A BOOK

=

T'LL TELL YOU ABOUT BOOKS — THEY HAVE
A BEGINNING, A MIDDLE AND AN END

WHAT'S THE BEGINNING?
WE'RE ALL ON A JOURNEY
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KIA ORA. I'M DAVID COOK.

I'VE RETURNED TO MY HOMETOWN
TO HEAR WHAT FELLOW SENIORS ARE
SAYING ABOUT THE HOUSING CRISIS.

; | 5
‘% _ERECT 'SCAFFOLilSE e T

I'VE HEARD THAT MORE AND MORE SENIORS
ARE EXP ING HOMEL

027733 66 S AFEOLD . 7 027

PEOPLE ARE LIVING IN CARS,
SLEEPING ON FRIENDS' SOFAS...




WHAT ARE SOCIAL HOUSING TENANTS SAYING ABOUT
OUR HOUSING CRISIS? I MEET WITH TENANTS OF

OTAUTAHI COMMUNITY HOUSING TRUST, THE LARGEST
SOCIAL HOUSING PROVIDER IN CHRISTCAURCH.

U \\\\\\&\\

HAVE YOU LOOKED AT PRIVATE MARKET
RENTALS? THE COST IS DESPERATE! THE
AVERAGE RENT IS 500 OR 600 DOLLARS!

IF YOU'RE ON A BENEFIT THERE'S NO CHANCE
TO SAVE, GO OUT FOR A MEAL OR ANYTHING.

AND TS TOO EXPENSIVE TO BUY A HOUSE
NOW. PEOPLE ARE HAVING TO SELL BECAUSE
YOU CAN'T AFFORD A MORTGAGE.

BUT WE ARE LUCKY. THANK YOU FOR SOCIAL
HOUSING! THE OTHER OPTION IS BEING HOMELESS.
WE'RE KEEPING THE STREETS CLEAR!

I KNOW PEOPLE WHO OWN EIGHT OR NINE

HOUSES. DECENT HOUSING USED TO BE A HUMAN

RIGHT, BUT NOW IT'S AN INVESTMENT THING.

LANDLORDS ARE CREAMING IT. LOOK AT OUR PRIME MINISTER; HE OWNED SEVEN
H

HOUSES. HE GOT CAUGHT OUT WITH HIS ACCOMMODATION
BENEFIT! POOR GUY... HE NEEDED IT!

CHRIS LUXON AND CHRIS BISHOP, ARE YOU

IN THE ROOM? HERE'S WHAT WE SAY TO YOU:
*WE'VE SEEN SO MUCH SOCIAL HOUSING
GETTING DEMOLISHED AND NOT REPLACED
— WE HOPE YOU DON'T DO THE SAME".

WE HOPE THE FUTURE HOUSING
STOCK WILL BE THERE FOR THE

NEXT GENERATION. WE ARE STRONG
AND DETERMINED TO FIGHT FOR AN
ALTERNATIVE. WE'RE NOT HIDING.
WE'RE MAKING A STAND. WE'RE READY
FOR THE PROTEST GANG.







: YOU CAN'T CHANGE A CULTURE OVERNIGHT,
| BUT YOU CAN LEGISLATE FOR BETTER SOCIAL
INTERACTION WITH THE WAY WE PLAN HOUSING.
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LISTEN UP!
WHAKARONGO MAI!

STAND ON HOUSING
A KAUMATUA MO
NGA TAKE WHARE

SENIORS TAKE A
£ T0 TOHE ANA NG




What next?
/

Nga mihi nui

David Cook
D.B.Cook@massey.ac.nz

Anna Brown
A.E.Brown@massey.ac.nz

Toi Aria: Design for Public Good
www.toiaria.org

TOl 2% MASSEY

ARIA & UNNERE
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